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going down to the House, as he told Stanley, with two
speeches, and ultimately delivering the less aggressive
one, in response to the reserved and moderate tone
adopted by the minister. But nothing really came of
all this finesse. Ministers secured a majority of 22,
the question being one on which they could count on
the undiminished support of O'Connell and the Radicals,
and soon afterwards Peel resolved to attack them directly
on the Jamaica question. The Assembly of Jamaica,
composed chiefly of planters incensed at the abolition of
slavery, declined to adopt a Prisons Act passed by the
Imperial Parliament. Some members of the Government
desired in consequence to convert Jamaica into a Crown
Colony. But dissensions in the Cabinet resulted in a
compromise, and a Bill was introduced to suspend the
Assembly for five years. Peel strenuously opposed this
Bill, and the second reading was only carried by a
majority of five. The ministers, judging that this
majority was not sufficient to carry their measure, at
once tendered their resignations to the queen. un
Melbourne's advice Wellington was sent for in the first
instance, and he lost no time in recommending the queen
to invite Peel to undertake the government. Peel
consented, and his Cabinet was speedily formed, the
co-operation of Stanley and Graham being no longer
withheld.
Then followed the memorable episode which was
known in contemporary annals as the "Bedchamber
Plot." In truth there was nothing of a plot in it, though
there was a great deal of misunderstanding and not a
little mismanagement. The royal household had been
formed at the beginning of the reign with the advice of